
May flowers always line your path and sunshine light your day. 
- Irish Blessing - 

MESSAGE FROM SUPERINTENDENT MORSE 

Hello Parents, Guardians, Staff and Students, 

Beautiful spring weather has arrived, and I hope the sun finds you healthy and safe.  It’s time to change the focus 
from COVID-19 and fall transitions to something fun, the new middle school going up on Coe Drive.  If you drive 
past the middle school site, you’ll see massive machines pushing, digging and piling the earth in preparation for 
pouring the footings, the geo-thermal field and the new access road off of Dennison. 

The new ORMS will be a four story, highly energy efficient, safe building. 
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These are the new concept images of the interior.  Fun Fact:  The architect who is designing the interior is Ryan 
Tirrell, Interior Designer ~ Lavallee/Bresinger Architects who went through ORMS as a student and is a graduate of 
ORHS! 

The Learning Commons is the room you enter after you move from the entranceway.  The Learning Commons 
serves two functions, a dining area for the students and an extension of the library when students are not eating.  It 
is a visually exciting space that runs the length of the building to the library entrance.  By changing the floor color, 
the architect is providing homage to the Oyster River, as the blue flooring winds itself though the commons into the 
library.  The light fixture provides a fun and visually appealing representation of clouds.  To the left of the Commons 
is the gymnasium and to the right is the Music Hall. 

The students' core subjects will be on the 3rd and 4th floor.  Each learning area is comprised of four classrooms 
and a common meeting space. 
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The color palette chosen for the four corners of the building, where the teams are located, represent the 
geographical features that make New Hampshire a special place: our forests, our mountains, our ocean and our 
rivers and lakes.  Students will be led to their team area via stairwells that represent the colors associated with a 
specific geographic representation.  Students and teachers will be able to identify with our state via a unique set of 
colors. 
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A library is a special place in a school.  It represents the center of learning.  Many have argued, since the advent of 
technology, that libraries are outdated.  In my opinion, libraries are crucial to a school as they serve as a research 
hub, a meeting space, and a quiet retreat from the busyness of the greater school environment.  The new ORMS 
library is given a special location, in fact one could say a river runs to it!  The Learning Commons guides you to the 
library, and the representation of Oyster River brings you to and into the library. The library, along with a dedicated 
maker space, and technology space all integrate into an inspiring space for our students.  The library furniture, 
including the stacks will be on wheels, so the space can be used for guest lecturers, or rearranged for class 
presentations.  The ORMS library will also become the new home of the ORCSD School Board with integrated 
cameras and microphones to easily stream meetings to the public. 
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The serving area for breakfast and lunch sits to the left of the library.  The new kitchen will have new modern 
equipment and be a wonderful space to prepare food.  The serving area is large enough that all 660 students could 
be served in as few as two lunches periods.  Once the students have their food, they will simply move to the learning 
commons to eat and socialize.  When the children are done eating the learning commons will be cleaned and ready 
to use as an extension of the library, for small projects, or individual work. 
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The new middle school is designed to be a wonderful space for learning and growing.  We are so fortunate 
that the community supported this project by a whopping 76%!  We anticipate going to bond in July and 
are hopeful, given the current economic environment, that the interest rate will be low.  Over the coming 
months I will keep you informed of the school’s progress. 

Thank you all for all you do to make the Oyster River Cooperative School District a wonderful school system. 

As always, be healthy and be safe. 

Kitty Marple – Durham Town Councilor 
reads her statement during New ORMS 

Groundbreaking Ceremony! 

Tom Newkirk – Board Chair and 
Janet Wall – Madbury Select Board 

listen to ceremony. 

May 15th 

NEW 

ORMS 

Groundbreaking 

Ceremony! 
Superintendent Morse 

speaking at Groundbreaking. 
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One of the concerns I hear raised by parents in the remote learning world is how educators will assess for student 

learning and make sure that all kids are appropriately challenged when we return to school in the fall.  When 

Governor Sununu authorized the closing of all schools for the remainder of this school year, he also cancelled all NH 

Standardized Assessment System (NHSAS testing for this year. In addition, with Oyster River Schools in remote 

learning it was not possible to implement local standardized assessments like the STAR Assessment in math and 

ELA and The Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark Assessment for literacy.  There is always a lot of debate on the overall 

value of standardized assessments but having this data is a key piece of educator’s ability to know where students 

stand versus grade level expectations and peers.   

Beyond standardized data there is a large amount of information shared between grade levels.  During the spring of 

every school year grade level teachers work with building administrators to share valuable information on students 

that helps guide the placement process for the following year. Teachers also share curricular information from 

grade level to grade level so that receiving teachers have a good sense of what students have had the opportunity to 

accomplish for a given year.  Every year is different. Teachers adjust instruction to meet the needs of the students in 

front of them every year.  Having a good sense of the areas of mastery and areas in need of growth for incoming 

students help our teachers plan instruction for the fall. 

At the beginning of a typical school year teachers would review all available information on their incoming students 

in the interest of planning for instruction in the fall.  Given the lack of standardized assessment data from this spring 

the importance of systematically sharing information from grade level to grade level takes on more significance in 

planning for the fall.  Across the district teachers are engaged in the process of sharing information with next year’s 

teachers to give the most complete picture of incoming learners possible to help in the transition process. 

Beyond sharing student information teachers throughout the district are actively having conversations to make 

sure that curricular gaps caused by the sudden move to remote learning are identified and plans made to fill them.  

What we all want to avoid is students having unmet instructional needs that come back to negatively impact them 

later in their school life.  It should be noted that we have been in remote learning for a third of the school year.  

When we began the 2019-20 school year instruction was planned to be delivered in traditional methods.  With very 

little advanced notice our educators reinvented instruction for the remainder of the year with very little 

opportunity to map out a plan to avoid instructional gaps. As Oyster River approaches curricular planning, it is 

important that we have a multi-year approach to filling identified curricular gaps so that we can ensure our 

students' continued growth.   

Over the summer of 2020 Oyster River teachers from all levels will be engaged in a wide range of professional 

development geared at being ready to meet our students needs in the fall.  The 20-21 school year will have its 

challenges but educators in the ORCSD are making every effort to plan for a smooth transition back to school in the 

fall. 

      Todd Allen, Assistant Superintendent 
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Celeste Best ORHS Remote Learning Assignment 

The anatomy and physiology classes were challenged to create a model of the respiratory tract using only materials 
found in their home.  Students stepped outside of their comfort zones to create this project using not only their 
knowledge of structure and function but also artistic interpretations of the body system.  Each student also created 
a video walk through of their model to explain each component and how it works in the body.  The entire class then 
completed a gallery walk of all projects and provided feedback on how different but accurate each project was. 

From the ORHS Counseling Department! 

https://youtu.be/F1jtNH5LgdA 

Congratulations to ORMS Social Studies Teacher of the Year!! 

VALERIE WOLFSON 
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Jon Silverio – ORMS Stem Teacher shares Student Assignment: SeaPearch 

Will’s SeaPerch assignment turned into a family adventure. 
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The coronavirus is keeping us on our toes. The new emerging reports of Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in 
Children (MIS-C) Associated with Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) adds a new dynamic. There is still a lot to 
learn about the Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome in Children. The presentation is so unique, that complete 
descriptions of the cases seen in NY State have yet to be published. This reaction to a COVID-19 infection appears to 
be rare, but it is important to understand the symptoms. The disease is mirroring Kawasaki Disease, another rare 
pediatric inflammatory disease. To confirm a diagnosis of MIS-C, lab work must be performed that indicates the 
inflammatory response. Though most children who contract COVID-19 experience only mild symptoms, this 
inflammatory syndrome has similar manifestation to Kawasaki disease. The symptoms may occur days to weeks 
after acute COVID-19 illness. If you have any questions or concerns or believe that your child may be sick, please 
contact your child’s provider. 
 

Parents/Caregivers should seek immediate care if a child has: 
• Prolonged fever ≥100.4°F (38.0°C) for ≥72 hours, or report of subjective fever (i.e., chills, night sweats) lasting 

≥72 hours  
• Difficulty feeding (infants) or is too sick to drink fluids 
• Severe abdominal pain, diarrhea or vomiting 
• Rash or changes in skin color 
• Trouble breathing or rapid breathing 
• Racing heart or chest pain 
• Decreased amount of frequency in urine 
• Lethargy, irritability, or confusion 

 

For more information on the symptoms seen in the cases out of New York State: 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/childhood-inflammatory-disease-related-covid-19 

 

ADDITIONAL CDC RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PRECAUTIONS FOR CHILDREN:  
HTTPS://WWW.CDC.GOV/CORONAVIRUS/2019 -NCOV/NEED-EXTRA-PRECAUTIONS/PREGNANCY -
BREASTFEEDING.HTML  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON MULTISYSTEM INFLA MMATORY SYNDROME IN CHILDREN (MIS -
C)ASSOCIATED WITH CORONAVIRUS DISEA SE 2019 (COVID -19)  
HTTPS://EMERGENCY.CDC.GOV/HAN/2020/HAN00432.ASP  
HTTPS://HEALTHIER.STANFORDCHILDRENS.ORG/EN/INFLAMMATORY -SYNDROME-AND-COVID-19/  

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON KAWASAKI DISEASE:  
HTTPS://WWW.CDC.GOV/KAWASAKI/CASE -DEFINITION.HTML  

 

CASE DEFINITION FOR KAWASAKI DISEASE (KD)  
CDC defines a case of KD as illness in a patient with fever of 5 or more days (or fever until the date of administration 
of intravenous immunoglobulin if it is given before the fifth day of fever) and at least 4 of the following five clinical 
signs: 

• Rash 
• Swollen lymph nodes in the neck  
• Redness of both conjunctival 
• Oral mucosal changes (such as lesions) 
• Peripheral extremity changes (redness, swelling, and stiffening of hands and feet) 

 

When to see a doctor 
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/kawasaki-disease/symptoms-causes/syc-20354598 
If your child has a fever that lasts more than three days, contact your child's doctor. Also, see your child's doctor if 
your child has a fever along with four or more of the following signs and symptoms: 

• Redness in both eyes 
• A very red, swollen tongue 
• Redness of the palms or soles 
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• Skin peeling 
• A rash 
• Swollen lymph nodes 

We are all feeling weary from the angst, worry and loss this virus has caused. Having another problem, and one that 
relates to children, is very hard. Although many doctors’ offices are not functioning in their traditional sense, they 
are still there for you! Be sure to seek help with any concerns.  

Your ORCSD Nursing Department 

Shelia Koutelis, RN, Moharimet skoutelis@orcsd.org 
Katherine Moore, RN, Mast Way kmoore@orcsd.org 
Erin Pasay, RN, ORMS   epasay@orcsd.org 
Mike Hope, LPN, ORMS   mhope@orcsd.org 
Kim Wolph, RN, PEP/ORHS  kwolph@orcsd.org 
Kim Langlois, LPN, PEP/ORHS  klanglois@orcsd.org 
Lucy Garfield, RN, Flex   lgarfield@orcsd.org 

Additional Resources:  

http://www.ci.durham.nh.us/fridayupdate/friday-updates-may-15-2020 

 

 

If the SAU can be of service, please contact: 

Superintendent ~ Dr. Jim Morse at jmorse@orcsd.org 

Assistant Superintendent ~ Todd Allen at tallen@orcsd.org 

Catherine Plourde ~ Director of Student Services at cplourde@orcsd.org 

Susan Caswell ~ Business Administrator at scaswell@orcsd.org 
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